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THE  UNKNOWN

Discovery and Approach

Something hidden.  Go and find it.  Go and look

behind the Ranges-
Something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and

waiting for you. Go !

RUDYARD KIPLING The Explorer

JAMES RAMSEY ULLMAN

Geologically the history of Everest begins many millions of years
ago when, together with the rest of the Himalayan Range, it
began slowly and monstrously to rise from the floor of the pre-
historic sea. But in terms human its story is less than a century
old.

True, it has been known to men far longer than that: for
uncounted thousands of years it has stood as a landmark an4 a
symbol to the nomadic tribes of south-central Asia. But it had
no history. An inorganic mass of rock and ice, the imagined
dwelling-place of gods and demons, it lay beyond the horizon of
human knowledge and experience until the advent in modern
times, of the restless and questing white man from the west.

No sooner had the British taken hold in India during the early
iSoo's than they began a far-flung and systematic survey of their
new domain. And as the years passed, their investigations
pressed even beyond the frontiers of India proper into the great
unknown wilderness of the Himalaya that loomed above it to
the north. It was not mountains or mountaineering, to be sure,
in which the early explorers were primarily interested. Rather
was it the old familiar lure of trade, conquest, and colonial
expansion that urged them on. But with expansion, inevitably,
came knowledge, and, with knowledge, the thirst for more
knowledge. Where Empire led, Science followed ; and along
with them both went something more fundamentally human and
important than either : the spirit of discovery and adventure.

Indeed, the early exploration of the high Himalayas held no
less of romance and high enterprise than did the later famous
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